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CHARACTERS

Helen .. ... . A woman in her twenties
Tim. . A manin histwenties
Lady. . ..o A.woman, forty-fifty
Man. . ... A blue ollar worker

SYNOPSIS

A TeaRoom/Curio Shop
In aLarge City
The Present

2 www.jeannebeckwith.com



Curiosity Shop (preview) Jeanne Beckwith

SCENE: A tearoom and curio shop.The entrance
to the shopislocaed stage right. A courter stands
against the rear wall just left of center. A little
behindit isadoar to the aeain badk. It ishung
with beads. Thereisadistinctly Bohemian air to
the shop. Shelves are duttered with “stuff.” There
are several tables with brightly colored tabledoths.

HELEN stands on a stepladder arranging articles on
ashelf onthe stage left wall. TIM entersfrom the
beaded entrance. Helooksto be abookish type
with bladk rimmed glasses. He sees the woman and
pauses. Very carefully, he removes his glasses and
placesthem in his dirt pocket. From one of the
shelvesto the right of the counter he takes what
looksto be apistol. It should na look particularly
red or not red. He stedthily exits through the main
doa of the shop. Thereisthe sound d abell
tinkling as he leaves. Startled, HELEN looks up.

HELEN
Tim? Wasthat you? Tim, are you there?

(Thereisthe soundof a gurshot from off stage. HELEN gets
down and huriestoward the doar. Thereisafrantic tinkling of
bellsnow, and TIM re-enters, hdding his chest, staggering in pain,
finally falling at her fed.)

TIM
Dey got me, Maggie! | aways knew it would happen soorer or later. My luck couldn’t
hold ou forever.

HELEN
(Dropsto her knees with exaggerated tenderness)
Whowasit, Lefty? Whowasthe dirty rats that done this to ya?

TIM
It was the big boys, Maggie. The Mob. I’'m dore for, baby, dorefor.
HELEN
Don't talk like that, Louie
TIM

Lefty.
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HELEN
Oh. That'sright. Sure. Lefty. | mean like you been real goodto me, Lefty. Nobady
ever treaed melike you dore.

TIM
| tried, baby.

HELEN
Bought me nice dothes. Took meto swell restaurants. Youcan't dienow. Youcan't. |
won't let you.

TIM
It'stoolate, Maggie. I’'m goin’ fast. But I’'m gonnatake care of you, kaby. Thisain't no
kind d life for a dassy dame like you. I’'m gonratell you where we stashed the dough
from our last job, so’s you can buy alittl e farm somewhere and settle down. Maybe
you'll find some littl e jerk of afarmer who can give you adecent life. Not some bum
like me what gets his brains blasted ou.

HELEN
Brains?
TIM
Brains.
HELEN
Oh, Lefty. Don't say them things.
TIM
‘Cause you been good, baby. You keen real good to me.
HELEN
| tried, lover.
TIM
And nav I’'m gonmatell you wherethelodt is.
HELEN
Where?
TIM

Some other dames, they would have walked ou on me years ago, but nat you, Maggie.
Y ou was always true blue.

HELEN
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Where' s the money, Lefty? Where did you hdeit?

TIM
| always knew that every time | got out of stir, my Maggie would be there waiting for me.
(Fit of coughing. HELEN pushes him bad< down onthe floor and

straddles his body.)
HELEN
Comeon, kaby. Where did you hide the money? Come on,andtell Maggie whereit is.
TIM
Nobady would of ever foundit in amillionyears. Best hideout | ever found.
HELEN
Where, |efty? Where?
TIM
(Hisbody stiffensin pain.)
It...l...It'sal over, Maggie. So long.
(His head fall s back.)
HELEN
(Shaking the body.)

Where' s the money? Come onyou louse, spit it out. Where' s the goddamned money,
you rotten son of abitch.
(She starts dapping hisfacefrom sideto side.)

TIM
Jesus Christ, Helen! That hurts! Get off of mel

HELEN
(One last dlap before getting up and dusting herself off.)
You dceserved it, you creep. Do yourealize what timeit is? Yourelate.

TIM
| wastied up.
HELEN
Y ouwish.
TIM
Widl, I'm here now.
HELEN

Andit’s Thursday. You knaw | dways go ou on Thursdays.
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TIM
S0 go.
HELEN
It'stoo late, and there’ stoo much to do.
TIM
I’ll help. Don't | aways help?
HELEN
| know how you help.
TIM

Just tell me what to do. | love being told what to do.

HELEN
| know. (Pause.) all right. Here, pu these menus around onthe tables. Put the blue
ones ontheright side and thered oresontheleft. Seehow I'm daing it?

TIM
Blueontheright. Red ontheleft. Yeah. Blueontheright. . .
(The entrancebell tinkles.)

HELEN
We' ve got a austomer! Hurry; get out of here before they see you!

(He eits behind the beads. Enter avelvety, violet smelling old
lady. Sheisweaingthekind d dressordinarily seen orly in
coffins. HELEN rushesto gred her.)

May | help you Madame?

LADY
Yes. | hopeso? Do you have greeting cards? | saw all the pretty thingsin the window
display. | thought you might have greding cards.

HELEN
Yousaw my display? Yousaw my display, and it made youwant to come in?
Do you knawv how gratifying that is? | do al the windows myself, andto have someone
take naticelike that? It makes all those years at the Institute worthwhil e.

LADY
Well, uh,yes. Youcertainly have atouch. Do you have greeting cards?

HELEN
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Handmade. (Pause.) | did them myself.

LADY
How nice (Waits.) Uh, could | seethem?

HELEN
(A littl e reluctantly)
Well, of course. (Pause.) What sort are you looking for?

LADY
Get well.

HELEN
Get well ?

LADY
Yes.

HELEN
Y ouwant to give one of my handmade cardsto asick person?

LADY
Well, that iswhat | had in mind.

HELEN
Who?

LADY

Why—it’sredly not any of your business isit?

HELEN
How can | help you choose exadly theright card if | dorit know for whom it’ s intended.
These aenat simplethings. We're not talking Hallmark here. We're talking handmade.

LADY
Well, it’s. . .it"sfor my nephew.

HELEN
What' s wrong with m?

LADY
He' s having histonsils out.

HELEN

Tonsils? How old a person are we talking about here?
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LADY
He's. .. le'sjust alittle by, but if you dorit mind, | think Il just be—

HELEN
A Child? Youwant to buy one of my cards for asick child?

LADY
(Edging away from HELEN.)
Well, noadually. Now that you' ve put it that way, | think I’ ve dianged my mind.

HELEN
(Blocking her way.)
I’m sorry, bu it would be out of the question! The wholeisaue of ill nessappall s me.

LADY
If you'd excuse me, |—
HELEN
It'sthe smell, you knov. The smell of ill ness medicine, vomit, and . . . .worse!
LADY
| see Now, if—
HELEN

And, d course, there's dways the chancethat once someone's gotten sick, they’re just
going to upand deon you—and there where ae we?

LADY
You have an interesting way of looking at things; now please get out of my way!

HELEN
Interesting? That'sall youcan say? It'sinteresting? It's more than interesting: it’sthe
crux of all existence Look at thefads. Sick peopletendto de. Admit it!

LADY
I’'m very busy, redly. | must be going?

HELEN

Where? Where ae you going? To the haspital? | bet you're going to the haspita to
visit your nephew.

LADY
WEell, yes. Eventually that’s where--

HELEN
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Oh my dear, you mustn’t think of such athing. Don’'t you knav what happens to people
in hospitals? The number of diseasesthey can pick up? They dori't want youto know
the statistics—but my Aunt was a perfedly heathy woman, in the prime of her life. She
went into the hospital for asimple dedk-up, pcked upaliver infection, caught
pneumonia and ded. What do you think of that?

LADY
| think that was . . .too bad.

HELEN
Some might cdl it atragedy.

LADY
Well, yes.

HELEN

Not me. Shewas aboring old hitch, and besides, she left me this $1op. Why shoud |
complain?

LADY
You're mad!

HELEN
Oh, just alittl e, maybe. What are you leaving your nephew, when you go? Stocks.
Bonds? A nicelittle house in the wurtry?

LADY
You knaw, | have haf amindto report you!

HELEN
Towhom? The better businessbureau?

LADY
Youcan't tred peoplethisway! | camein hereto puchase something from your shop,
and—

HELEN
WEell, youcan't! I’vethought it over, and there's nathing here | careto sell to you!
(TIM enters.)
Oh! Look! Here'smy assstant. You can report him too!

TIM
Miz Philli ps, there’saman ou badk, says he wants to seeyou abou something real
important. | told him you was busy, bu he said you hed to come real quick-like.
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Something abou he's got the stuff you ordered. | didn't like hislooks, Miz Philli ps. |
didn't like ‘em at all.

HELEN
Yourenat paid to like the looks of anyone, so just mind your own business. This
woman has a wmplaint to make. Will you be adea and take down all the detail s?
(She «its. The LADY starts edging her way toward the doar.
TIM plants himself squarely in her path.)

TIM
May | help you?
LADY
| redly haveto be going.
TIM
You hed a complaint.
LADY
Not redly, now if youwould--
TIM

Redly or nat redly? Which doyoumean? Youdon't “realy” have to be doing
anything. | mean like what’sred andall, you krow?

LADY
Young man, | have really had abou all of this norsense | intend to take.

TIM
But you just got here, didn’t you. Come on. Surely you can take just alittl e bit more?
And anyway, you camein here because you reeded something, and | can help you. I'm
much better at all thisbusiness suff than Helenis. She tends to ali enate people or didn't
you naice?

LADY
Widll, as a matter of —

TIM
But you must forgive her. She'shad avery difficult life.

LADY
Look, you dorit have awything in here that interests me.

TIM
(Coming onto her.)
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Wedont? What abou me? Do youthink | might have anything in here that would
interest you? I'm avery interesting fell ow.

LADY
I’m sure you are, bu—

TIM
You'd besurprised. Do you like surprises?

LADY
I’d much rather know exadly what was going on. Isthat woman all right?

TIM
Helen? She’'smad as a hatter! (Pause.) Or aMarch hare. | don’t know which would be a
more gpropriate comparison. Hmmm  But of course | didn't catch onto al that for a
while. During the interview she was as sane ayou o |.

LADY
Well, she cetainly comes aaossas alittle—well, you know, na al the way thereif you
get my meaning.

TIM
Oh, | know just what you're talking about. Why, when | first came here, it was pure hell
adjusting to Helen’s little ways. 1I'm like you. | like to knonv what’s going on. | like my
t'scrossed and my i’sdotted. | liketo havethingsall figured ou. But Helen's changed
al that for me now. In many ways|’m much free than | used to be. I'm redly very
lucky that she dedded to let me stay.

LADY
She “let you stay”?

TIM
Well, | wasonly here ontrial at first. Helen is not awoman to accept things at surface
value. She wantsto try them out. She wants to seeif they have what it takes.

LADY
And you had what it took?

TIM
Honey, | had tons of it, and se€? Things have worked ou just grand. It’s clea that we
have agoodarrangement, and | can honestly say that I’ ve enjoyed every minute of it—
well, amost every minute of it. (Pause.) Some minutes of it. (Pause.) | wouldn't want
to leave here now eveniif | could.

LADY
Can't you?
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TIM
That'sthe part that’s hard to take. | mean, just look at me. I’'m agrown man. | have
appetites. In the beginning | must admit that sometimes . . .naw thisis slly, | know, bu
just sometimes | would think that it would be so nicejust to leare. You know. Walk out
in the sunshine and watch the dnildren playing in the park: the pretty littl e girlsin their
yellow dresses. Yes, I'd like that now and then.

LADY
Areyoutrying to tell me that you can't leave here?
TIM
I’m not trying to tell you, lady. | AM telling you.
LADY
Y oumean to say—
TIM
We aeopen 24 harsaday. Youtell mewhat that means.
LADY
But—
TIM

| can slegp though. Hours at atime even.

LADY
(Again making for the door.)
That’svery nice for you, I’m sure.

TIM
(Blocking her.)
But it would be nicejust to walk out that doar and seethe light of day.

LADY
Then you shoud leare. Youshoud just quit!

TIM
After al Helen’sdone for me? Youthink | shoud just walk out? What sort of person
are you?
(Grabs her arm.)

LADY
Get your hands off me thisinstant, young man!
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