Requiem for John (preview) Jeanne Beckwith

Requiem For John

(Setting: The ourtyard of abar in New Orleans. A
brick wall with wrought ironfencing surrounds the
area There aefernsand tropicd plants. Several
tables dand empty. Two women and aman in their
mid to late forties st at atable down stage | eft.
Thereisa caved wooden bax onthetablein front
of them, and the remains of threetall drinks.
Waiters and Waitresses come and go clearing up
after the lunch time rush. One of them stops at the

table)
WAITRESS
Can | get you another drink?
LAURA
We'restill fine. | think.
SuUSsI

I'm terrific. What's the name of this drink again?

BARRY
It's called aHurricane.
(He picksup asmall bookandreals.)
It'satraditiond New Orlean’'s favorite. 4 and ahaf oncesof light rum:--

LAURA
We dorit care, Barry. We donit care what it's made of.
SuUSsI
| want anather one.
LAURA
Y ou dorit need ancther one. We haveto be aleto wak out of here.
SuUsI
| canwalk just fine.
BARRY
I'd like another ice tea
WAITRESS

That's one Hurricane and ancther icetea Anything else?

1 www.jeannebeckwith.com



Requiem for John (preview) Jeanne Beckwith

LAURA
Thebill. Well want the bill .
SR
Where ae we gonna ea dinner?
LAURA
We just had lunch.
SR
She's never been on \acation before? You knaw that Barry?
LAURA
Thisisn't adamn vacation!
BARRY

Mother and | went to Las Vegaslast year. Youshould try Las Vegas smetime.
(Looking through his guide book)

There's a cametery tour that leaves at threefrom the Absinthe House. | don't know if you

have to buy tickets ahead of time.

LAURA
| don't want to go onany damn cemetery tours. We ae not here to visit cemeteries.
SUR
| can’t believe you got Aliceto goto LasVegas.
BARRY
We saw Tom Jones.
LAURA

(Pladng her hand protedively onthe caved bax.)
We ae hereto take cae of Johnandthat’'s all we're herefor.

SuUS
Tom Jonesis dill aive?
LAURA
| shoud have cme onmy own. | knew | shoud have cme on my own.
BARRY
He has an amazing floor show.
SUR

Seams li ke most of them are dl dead.
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BARRY
Maybe we shoud have taken Johnto Las Vegas.

LAURA
Why would you say that? John rever wanted to goto Las Vegas. He wanted to go to
New Orleans. He went on and onabou going to New Orleans. You knaw that.

SuUSI
Well, that was John,wasn't it? He went on abou things.

LAURA
We shoud go badk to the hotel. We ought to go badk to the hotel and think things over.

SuSl
Barry wants to go onatour of the cemeteries.

(WAITRESSbrings tray to the table.)

WAITRESS
Here yougo! Ancther Hurricane andan icetea. Y ou sure you dan't want something,
maam?

LAURA
I'll just have asip of hers.

WAITRESS
I'll bring the dhedk badk in aminute. (She &its.)

SuUS
They dothat cause they know you'll change your mind. When | was awaitress | never
brought the dhedk unlessthey were standing up with their hands in their pockets.

BARRY
When were you a waitress?

LAURA
Barry, what time is the riverboat excursion?

BARRY

(Reaing)
One leaves at seven and at nine.

LAURA

One can't leave @ seven and at nine. One can only leave once & seven o a nine.
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BARRY
It'sthe same boat. It goesout. It comes bad, and then it goes back out.
SuUSI
Well, that's efficient.
LAURA

Well take the nine o'clock. It will be more festive.

SURY
Y oute sprinkling your ex-husband's ashes in the Misgssppi River, and you want it to be
festive?

LAURA
I've been carting this box aroundfor six months, and tonight I'm getting free of it. | think
that festive is appropriate. Isthere amoontonight? | didn't think to look at the sky, last
night.

SuUS
We werein Biloxi. Isn't there some kind o song abou the moonin Bil oxi?
LAURA
Let me have asip o your Hurricane.
SR
You haveto carry me out, remember?
BARRY

Y ou want someicetea?

(During these last speedhes, A tall woman dressed entirely in black
enters the courtyard. She weas dark glasses and a broad brimmed
hat. She standslanguidly. A WAITER rushesto her side and
escorts her to atable & stage right. She slowly removes her long
black gloves asthe WAITER fusss over her.

BARRY
Wow!

SuUsI
Wow? Wow what?
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BARRY
Dont look.
(SUSI and LAURA both look. BARRY cringes. The woman
takes no ndice of them.)

SUS
CourtessDraaulal
BARRY
ShhhhH
SuUS
She can't hear me.
LAURA
If she's CourtessDraaula, she can probably smell you.
BARRY
Don't make ascene.
SuUS

Y ou're the one making ascene. You're the one who said ‘wow."

BARRY
| didn't mean to. | just--shelooks like the woman in the book.
(He israttling pages in the guidebook)
She'sfamous for something. Here! See?
(He showes the guidebook athem.)

LAURA
(Takes bookand studies the picture, studies the woman, studies the
picture again.)
| don't know.

SR
(Snatches book. Makes her own comparisons.)
| don't know.

BARRY
It's her! She ownsthe Voodoomansion. It even says, she ammes out sometimes and
takes refreshment in the French Quarter.

SUS
That would be & night, Barry. Andit would be adifferent kind d refreshment.
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(The WAITER returns with an evil | ooking drink onatray which
he serves to the woman. SUSI and LAURA gawk openly.
BARRY triesto slouch down in his &d. The woman pays them
no attention. Asthe WAITER returns, LAURA snags him.)

LAURA

| want one of thase.

WAITER
Excuse me?

LAURA
| want one of whatever that woman is having. Tell my waitresswill you?

(He goes.)
SuUS

She knew you'd want something else. That's why she didn't bring the check.

LAURA
Shedidn't bring the bill because she’'s alousy waitress bu we can ask her who that
womaniis.

SUSI
Why do you care?

LAURA
Barry cares. Barry, stoplooking asif youwere going to sink under the floor. We're
tourists we can dothis rt of thing.

SuUSsI
How can we be tourists if we're not on avacaion?

BARRY
She'slooking at us. Oh, God, she's getting up!
(LAURA and SUSI turn to look as the woman rises comes over to
their table. BARRY drops the book onthe floor and dves after it.)

MADAM DUPRES
Is omething wrong with your friend?

LAURA
Barry? Is osmething wrong? | guesshe dropped something.
MADAME DUPRES
Helooked ill. | can sometimes help when someoneisill. Areyousure he'sall right
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LAURA
Barry? Areyouall right?
BARRY
(Still uncer the table.)
I'm fine.
LAURA
He'sfine.
SR
He thought he recognized you from the guidebook.
Woman
Guidebook?
LAURA
But we told him you probably weren't that woman.
MADAME DUPRES
What woman?
LAURA
Barry? Come badk up tere and show the lady the book.
BARRY
(Rising badk into sight.)
Uh..l...uh...
SUSI
(Takes bookfrom him.)
Hereitis. Thereisaresemblance
MADAME DUPRES

(Takesthe bookandlooks at it.)
Ahhhh.

(closes the bookand hands it bad to BARRY'.)
| see | am sorry if | have disturbed you. Excuse me.

(Shereturnsto her table.)

SuUS
God, that was embarrassng.
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LAURA
She probably getsthat all the time, dorit youthink? The way she dresses. She must get
reagions al thetime. She must be used to it.

BARRY
| made afod of myself.
SuUSI
No.
LAURA
Certainly not. She probably has men throw themselves at her fed all the time.
SuUSI
In ahat like that you have to exped that sort of thing.
BARRY
Shethinks I'm anidiot.
SUSI
No.
LAURA

Of course nat. Shy. Shethinks you're shy.

BARRY
I'm ridiculous. John wsed to say it, andit'strue. | amridiculous.

LAURA
Johnwas an asdhde. Woudn't you rather be ridiculous than an asshole?

BARRY
Youve mme over fifteen hunded milesto New Orleans with that asshdlein a caved box
so that you can sprinkle his ashes on the Misgssppi in the moonight. Nobady will ever
dothat for me. | ought to just start being an asshaole.

SR
Did we dedde whether there was going to be amoon?

LAURA
I'm not doing it because he was an asshale. I'm doing it because | used to love him and
now he'sdead and I'm still aive. | am not doing it because he was an asshole, but if you
want me to bring your ashes here when you're dead and sprinkle them onthe Missssppi
in the mooright, | will. | promise.
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SUSI
I'll come with her.

BARRY
It wouldn't be the same.

(WAITRESSenters)

WAITRESS
Somebody ordered a zombie?
LAURA
Right here.
WAITRESS

(Setting down the drink.)
You still want that ched?

SuUS
Maybe well hald off onthe deck.
WAITRESS
Right.
BARRY
| want one of those too!
SuUSI
Barry! You dar't drink!
WAITRESS
Surething. (exits)
LAURA
Barry, youwon't make that cemetery tour.
BARRY
| don't think | want to go onthe cenetery tour anymore.
SUSI
Wait until the Zombie takes affed.
BARRY

My whale life has been a cemetery tour.
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LAURA
No angst, Barry. We don't have timefor it.

SR
Thisis coming from the queen of angst?

BARRY
| know that's the same woman. Why didn't she say so?

LAURA
Well, if it is the same woman she probably doesn't want to be pestered. Not that you
were pestering her. You were under the table, bu | bet lots of other people do pester her.

SuUS
It'soddthat she cane over here & al when youthink abou it. Actually, she was
pestering us.

BARRY
There ae tours of the mansion. It says 9 herein the book. Maybe we @uld go on ore
of thetours.

LAURA
| don't want to go onany tours! | want to sprinkle Johnand go hane.

BARRY
You dort want to come dl the way to New Orleans and nd seethe dty. New Orleansis
one of the aultural capitals of the world. It says 2 in the guidebook.

LAURA
| can see the aty just fine from here. Besides, if youwent onthe tour and the voodoo
lady was there and she wasn't the same woman, youd be disappanted. Thisway you can
tell everyone that you met her.

BARRY
But that would be dishonest.
LAURA
What the hell isin thisdrink?
SuUSI

Rum. That'sal they servein New Orleans. One deally rum drink after another.
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