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ACT ONE

SCENE: Thefront porch and yard of arun-down farmhouse.
Thereisarocking chair onthe porch. The posts and bannisters
have gone unpainted for sometime. There are wide, sagging steps.
A screened doa lealsinto the house. Thereisat least one window
with gauzy curtains you can seethrough--sort of. There ae afew
pots of dead ar dying flowers aroundthe porch. Therealistic
depiction d all thisisnot so important asisthe eistence or
suggestion d decy. Theyard isbarren. There shoud be an area
downstage right that is more or less €t aside for those times that
NORA appears and takes part in the adion.

(Asthe play begins, SALLY ANN is rubhing the steps.
VERNON opens the screen doa and comes out onthe porch. He
watches her for amoment.)

SALLY ANN
Don't you doit, Vernon | am just abou finished here, and | dor't want to haveto doit
al over again.
VERNON

How the hell am | supposed to get down these steps then?

SALLY ANN
Can't youjust go on ou the badk way and walk around?

VERNON
What are you dang that for, anyway? Whoin hell do youthink cares?

SALLY ANN
| cae. Youwant the house looking nice when folks get here, don't you?

VERNON
| don't give agood Goddamn what it looks like.

SALLY
Well, that isjust like you, ain't it? It isjust agood thing that | do care. When everybody
gets here, | want thingslooking nice
VERNON
(Gingerly picking his way down the edge of the steps.)
| don't know whothe hell you think is gonna show upto this sindig.

SALLY ANN

www.jeannebeckwith.com



Broken Circle (preview) 2 Jeanne Beckwith

Everybody knew Grandmaw. A lot of folkswill come.

VERNON
Don't seewhy they shoud.
SALLY ANN
It isjust one of those things that civili zed folks like to do,Vernon. Anyway, all the
cousins are aming in. Pat was onthe telephane all | ast night. She got the pall beaers
lined up,andit ain't easy finding pall bearers. Not everybody’ s willi ng, and then, if they
are, it ain’t just anyone can be apall beaer.

VERNON
| rekonit'sared talent, al right.
SALLY ANN
Pat asked me @ou you keing one, but | told her that wouldn't be right.
VERNON
Wouldn't have minded.
SALLY ANN

There's rules of common decency abou these things, Vernon. Sons ain't pall beaers.
Cousinsare. Nephews are. Friends of the family. Not sons. Unlessof course, maybe a
person hed six sons. Then it might be kinda nice--all six of ‘em standing up there by the
casket. | redkonthat'd beright nice

VERNON
You're out of your head, woman. You knav that?

SALLY ANN

(Resuming her scrubhing.)
The problem would beif one of ‘em broke down and started into crying or something.
they might fall down, and then where would you ke? Nope. Yougot to stick with folks
whoain't so invalved. Folkswhocan hdd up.

(Finishes grubbing and stands.)
There! Don't that look nce?

(Sound d a cr pulling up.)
Oh Lord who's that now? Damn! It's Ralph and melooking like this!

VERNON
Ralph ddnt come here to look at you, Sally Ann.
(Raising hisvoice)
Or did you Ralph? Youcome dasing after Sally Annagain? Am | gonra have to get the
shot gun?

SALLY ANN
Shut upyou dd fodl.
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VERNON
Don't youcdl meold. | ain't al that old.

RALPH
(Entering.)
What's that Vernon? Who ain't that old? What are you saying about me?

SALLY ANN
The manisjust being afod, Ralph. What are you dorg here?

VERNON
Ralphisjust one of the hoards of mourners you're expeding, Sally Ann.

SALLY ANN
Y ou dort have to be so damn smart abou everything. It'stoo early for anyone to come
paying respects. | was thinking maybe Matthew Mark'd been upto something. You
didnt seehim ontheroad, dd you, Raph? He's been rea good here lately abou sticking
to hane, bu al thishas got him in a state.

RALPH
Wondered how he'd be taking all this. Pretty hard onaboy like that.

VERNON
Wouldn't be nea so hard on hm if she'd tell him the truth. He knows something's wrong,
but he dont know what. The boy ought to betold, bu try getting that through to her.

SALLY ANN
WEell, yougo onandtell him if youwant. Then you ke the one to chase after him when
he goes off. You knav what he'slike. Now, if youll excuse me, | got thingsto do.
(She &itsinto the house.)

VERNON
Here! We got any iceteafor Ralph?

SALLY ANN
He can get it himself if hewantsany. It'sintheicebox.
(A slam from somewhere. Pause. Thetwo men sit in silence)

RALPH
Well. (Pause.) Sure was a shock.

VERNON
We epeded it.
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RALPH
Oh sure, bu still. (Pause.) Seamslike only yesterday she was ganding up onthis porch
yelling at me for bringing you hane drunk from the farm bureau.

VERNON
Sheraised hell that night.
RALPH
Shesuredid. (Pause.) Likeit wasmy fault or something.
VERNON
Well, hell, Ralph. It was.
RALPH

It was? Huh! 'Sped it was. (Pause.) Poor old Nora.
(Pause.) Sdly Ann dang al right with it?

VERNON
The woman has found fer cdlingin life. Shewasbornto pu people in the ground. Got
atrue gift for it, | redkon. From now on| intendto bered careful abou what she feeds

me.
RALPH
So what you danning on doing, Vernorn? You gonmastay on here?
VERNON
Where the hell would | go?
RALPH

| figured you just stayed onhere because of Nora.

VERNON
There's other reasons to be staying onin aplace (Pause.) Just want to get Mom in the
ground--get all thisover with. Then I'll worry about what comes next.

RALPH
Lot of memories aroundthis old place
VERNON
Yep.
(Long Pause.)
RALPH

Remember that fishing trip you and me was gonra take?
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VERNON
What fishing trip?

RALPH
Badk abou the time your Daddy died. Remember? We was going down the Gulf of
Mexico and cach usa couple of big fish.

VERNON
| remember.
RALPH
Kept putting it off.
VERNON
Yep.
RALPH

What say we go nonv? | got more time coming than | could ever use up. Come on
Vernon. Let'stake usalittle trip.

VERNON
Don't know, Ralph. I'll haveto think abou it.

RALPH
If it's the money, hell don't worry about the money. ‘Cause | got the money. |I--

(Ancther car isheard puling up))

VERNON
Who' sthisnow? Whose car is that?

RALPH
Ain’'t from aroundhere. There's awoman driving it.

VERNON
(Standing with the first red sign of life that he has shown.)
It's Mary Katherine! That'swhoit is. Sally Ann! Get on ou here. It's Mary Katherine!

(Vernonstarts down off the porch. A woman in her late
twenties enters. She seems gy and urcertain of her
welcome.)

MARY KATHERINE
Well! (Pause.) | madeit.

VERNON
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Figured youwould. Héell, girl, youmust of flew. Lucky old Ralph here don't waste his
time patrolli ng the roads when he can be out jawin’ with his constituents.

MARY KATHERINE
Ralph? Y ouremember me, Ralph?

RALPH
Now how could | forget the purtiest girl in threecourties. How you dang, horey?

MARY KATHERINE
Just fine Ralph. | guessyoure still sheriff.

VERNON
Voting puldic an't got any more sense than to keep eleding the son d a bitch!

MARY KATHERINE
Yousdtill got the pones, Raph? Youstill got old Susie?

RALPH
Youmay nat believeit, but that old girl's gill going strong. Twenty-five years old and
she till bites my assevery time | turn my back on her!

MARY KATHERINE
Then you ought nat to turn your badk on her!

VERNON
Hell, helikesit. Most excitement he seesin a month.

RALPH
Here now but ain't you gown into a beautiful woman. Look at thisgirl, Vernon. If she
ain't the--
SALLY ANN
(coming out through the screen door. She stops dea still at
the sight of MARY KATHERINE.)
What in the hell are you dang here?

MARY KATHERINE
Hi, Sally Ann. It's niceto seeyoutoo.

SALLY ANN
How in the hell--Vernon, did you knav she was coming?

MARY KATHERINE
He cdled melast night.
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SALLY ANN
Vernorn? Vernongot onthe telephore and cdled you?

MARY KATHERINE
That's how it usually works, isn't it?

SALLY ANN
And you had the nerve to come!

VERNON
Don't you start in onthe girl already, Sally Ann. Mom's dead, and she's got aright to be
here. More right than most of the sonsofbitches that'll be eding us out of house and
home for the next two days.

SALLY ANN
If you are referring to cousin Maudie and her boy, Jim, you can just shut your mouth.
They were the dosest thing Grandmaw had to--

RALPH
I'll just be moving on row, Vernon. Reckon I'll stop in tonight and pay my respeds.

VERNON
Thanks, Ralph.
RALPH
Y ou dosome thinking about what | said.
SALLY ANN
| don't know where the hell we're gonna put her.
VERNON
| will Ralph. I'll think onit hard.
SALLY ANN

Where's ie gonmasleep, Vernon? | don't suppase that ever crossed your mind when you
took it uponyourself to upset every thing I'd got planned and--
(During this, RALPH salutes VERNON, winks a MARY
KATHERINE and exits. VERNON turnsto the girl.)

VERNON
Y oulook good.

MARY KATHERINE
Thanks.

SALLY ANN
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Skinny.

VERNON
Why, she an't abit skinny.

SALLY ANN
She's kinny now. She dwayswas Kinny.

(MATTHEW MARK, alarge young man enters. Heisnot too ked
looking, bu hasthat certain air of the halfwit about him. He has
come ealging his way aroundthe side of the house.)

VERNON
Here! Matthew Mark! Come and say "Howdy" to your cousin.

SALLY ANN
He an't gonmaknow who sheis, Vernon.

MATTHEW MARK
Hell, I dont! | know her. | know Mary Katherinel

MARY KATHERINE
Hey there, Matthew Mark! Who gave you that awful haircut?

MATTHEW MARK
Sally Ann doreit. | don't hold still.

SALLY ANN
I'll stab the littl e son d a bitch with the scisors one of these days! Y ou should hea him
takeonlike | was kinning him up rere.

(MATTHEW MARK suddenly lunges for MARY KA THERINE picks her
up and swings her around.)

MARY KATHERINE
Put me down, Matthew Mark!

SALLY ANN
Y ou got to watch ou for him. He dorit know his own strength.

MARY KATHERINE
No kidding! Put medown, | said!

MATTHEW MARK
You been gone along, long time Mary Katherine. Where you been?
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MARY KATHERINE
| been alot of places, Matthew Mark. Now put me down!

MATTHEW MARK

Y ou say where.
VERNON
Put her down, boy!
MATTHEW MARK
(Reluctantly releasing her.)

Why you come home, Mary Katherine? How come you here?

MARY KATHERINE
Because of Nora, Matthew Mark--

SALLY ANN
She cme home 'cause Grandmaw sent for her, Matthew Mark. Now why dont you go
on ou there and look at that brand rew red car of hers? | redkonit'shers. | don't know
whothe hell else'd drive ared car up and park it on the grasslike that.

MATTHEW MARK
Can |, Mary Katherine? Can 1?

MARY KATHERINE
Of course you can.

MATTHEW MARK
(He startsto turn. Stops.)
You keright herewhen | get badk? Youain't going nowhere?

MARY KATHERINE
Now how could | go anywhere withou my car? I'd have to take youwith me, wouldn't 1?

MATTHEW MARK
That'sright! That'sright! Oh, boy! Y ou'd have to take me with you. Y ou sure would!
(He eitsjoyfully.)

SALLY ANN
Andmind you dan't go honking that horn, you hear?

VERNON
Leave the boy the hell alone, why don't you? He an't gonra hurt anything. Y ou got
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thingsto bring in, Mary Katherine?

MARY KATHERINE
Just asuitcase. I'll get it later.

SALLY ANN
Vernon,you got to go on down to Pat's and pck up her good dshes. She told me we
could use them, and then there's the front room to get ready. | want you get that old
shotgun d yours out of there before anyone gets here. Lookslike we're somekind o
half-civili zed heahens.

VERNON
Instead of the fully civili zed heahensthey’re expedin’? What abou the slopjar? You
want meto pu that any placespecia?

SALLY ANN
Youwouldn't like meto say in front of Mary Katherine.
(He «its, grinning into the house.)
Damn man gets more like Grandpaw every day.

MARY KATHERINE
Helooks © good. | thought he'd look. . .dder. And Matthew Mark! What are you
feeding him? He wasn't any bigger than | was when | |eft.

SALLY ANN
Well. (Bed.) That's been awhile, ain't it? Things change don't they?

MARY KATHERINE
Yes. | suppacse somethingsdo. (Pause)) How come you stopped me talking abou
Nora? Doesn't Matthew Mark know she's dead?

SALLY ANN
| got enough to worry about right now!

MARY KATHERINE
He's got aright to know, doesn't he?

SALLY ANN
Andwhothe hell are you telling mewhat | shoudd dowith im? It ain't like you've paid
no revermindto any of us snceyou left. Anyway. I'll tell him. 1 just ain't foundthe
right time to doit yet. You dort know what he's like when he getsall riled up ower
something. He an't so quiet like hewas. Youjust dont know.

MARY KATHERINE
No. | don't.
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SALLY ANN
What'd you want to come badk here for anyway? We @ould o buried Grandmaw withou
your help.

MARY KATHERINE
| exped you could' ve.

SALLY ANN
Wanted to show off, | suppose. Show up everyonein that new car.

MARY KATHERINE
That'sright, Sally Ann. | just drove two hunded miles onthe hottest day of theyea so |
could flaunt my wedth.

SALLY ANN
Wouldn't doult it. (Pause) What wedth?

MARY KATHERINE
It was just an expresson, Sally Ann. | haven't struck it rich. | haven't married a doctor.

SALLY ANN
Too ked.

MARY KATHERINE
Youll bethefirst to know.

SALLY ANN
Don't bather. Anyways, you could help me out hereif you had amindto. | could useit.
Vernonwon't doshit. Man dorit cae dou nothing. Don't know what I'm gonrnado row
that Grandmaw's gone.

MARY KATHERINE
(Goesto ore of the dying pants and begins picking over it
to seeif it'sworth trying to save.)
Y ou could start by watering her flowers. Look at them. They're dmost al dead.

(During the foll owing dialogue, NORA appeas out of the
shadows and sitsin her rocking chair, the lights shoud
change dlightly. MARY KATHERINE and SALLY ANN
do nd sean to ndiceher athouwgh at times, MARY
KATHERINE might come quite doseto her. Itispossble
that MARY KA THERINE senses her presence)

SALLY ANN

| ain't had time to messwith them, what with runnng back and forth to the nursing home
and everything else. Besides, most of them were dead before she gat sick. The whale
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placehad been going to hell for awhile. She couldn't kegp upwith it.

MARY KATHERINE
| wish you'd have let me know that she was that far gone.

SALLY ANN
Didn't figure you'd care.

MARY KATHERINE
Well of course l'd care! She was the one that wouldn't have me. She was the one that
said never come back.

SALLY ANN
Youshoud of come anyway. She'd have givein.

MARY KATHERINE
Norawould na have given in!

SALLY ANN
Andyou sure & hell weren't going to, were you?

MARY KATHERINE
No.

NORA

(Appearing.)
| didn't raise youto givein.

MARY KATHERINE
| still wish you'd caled me.

SALLY ANN
| couldn't find your home number.

MARY KATHERINE
Y ou could have asked the operator. That's what Vernon dd.

SALLY ANN
| ain't talking to no ogrators. | ain't talking to nobody on the telephore that | don’t
know!

MARY KATHERINE
Y ou haven't changed, have you?

SALLY ANN
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No, and | ain't fixin' to.

MARY KATHERINE
Good. (Pause.) How long was $he sick?

SALLY ANN
Who?

MARY KATHERINE
Who the hell doyouthink | mean? Grandmaw.

NORA
I'm the one in the worst shape aoundhere.

SALLY ANN
Let'ssee Oh, it's been two months or more since she tookred bad. She'd been dang
poarly off and onfor quite awhile, bu | kept her here & home along as| could. They
kept her at the hospital threeweeks and then moved her to anursing home. It wasonly
waiti ng then, they said.

MARY KATHERINE
It'stoo bad you couldn't have kept her here & home. She'd of wanted to die here.

NORA
| wasn't crazy abou the ideaof dying anywhere.

SALLY ANN
What the hell would you knav abou what she would have wanted? What's it been--ten,
twelve years snceyoulaid eyes on her?

MARY KATHERINE
Something like that. | just remember how she was.

SALLY ANN
She dhanged. She got old, and she auldn't look after herself. It got so | couldn't lift her
anymore. When they said she wasn't getting any better, Vernonwent over and looked at
the Richardson Home in Lebanon. Then he come bad and said she shoud go there
instead of badk home here. It was him not me.

MARY KATHERINE
Poor Nora. Lord, | never thought thase words would passmy lips.

SALLY ANN
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It was afine place Vernonwouldnt of sent her if it wasn't.

NORA
Stank of piss

SALLY ANN
And ore of uswould go every coupe of daysto seeher. Vernon wsed to goevery
Sunday hisslf. Of course he spent most of thetimein the T.V. room watching baseball
with the old men, bu then she didn't know whether he was there or not half the time.

NORA
| knew.

SALLY ANN
Youshoud of seen how clean they kept those floors!

NORA
Gave you white bread wrapped upin waxed paper.

MARY KATHERINE
Do youthink--did she die eay?

SALLY ANN
Went off just like that, they said.
(She snaps her fingers.)

NORA
Dying'sthe eay part.

SALLY ANN
The nurses sid they just turned around ae minute and she was gone. | got there
just as onas| could. They had moved her into ore of the enpty rooms. | went
right in thereto kissher goodbye.

NORA
Andthey say there's no hell!

MARY KATHERINE
Did youredly kissher?

SALLY ANN
Well, | meant to, bu you know what, Mary Katherine? | just couldn't. She
looked so awful. They had strapped her chin closed with alittl e rubber tube, and
they were getting ready to pu her in aplastic bag--had it al laid ou ready to zip
her upinit.
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MARY KATHERINE
Let'snat talk abou it anymore, okay?

NORA
That'swhat it all comes down to you littl e fodl!

SALLY ANN
Y ou asked me dou it, didnt you?

MARY KATHERINE
Yes, bu | didnt nead al the graphic detail s.

SALLY ANN
Anyway, she'sal right now.

MARY KATHERINE
Sheis?

NORA
Just dandy.

SALLY ANN
| exped Charlie's got her all laid ou pretty as can be. | didn't get the dheapest
coffin either, na like we had to dowith Grandpaw. Vernon had some money
from somewhere, and | picked ou areal pretty one.

NORA
Not the one I'd have wanted--the one I'd have picked out!

MARY KATHERINE
Wha'sthis Charlie? | thought the undertaker's name was Sam.

SALLY ANN
Thisis Sam's boy, Charlie. He sort of took over the businesswhen Sam started
slowing down.

MARY KATHERINE
Youaren't talking abou "Chuckles Ferris' are you?

SALLY ANN
Actualy old Sam started getting a littl e queer in the head, folks said.

MARY KATHERINE
That fat kid a mude of yeas ahead of me?

SALLY ANN
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'‘Course you can urderstand hav undertakin' might make anyone alittl e bit
strange.

MARY KATHERINE
Chuckles Ferrisis the undertaker??

SALLY ANN
What? Yes. Charlie Ferris. He's aright handsome man naw, I'd say. Over six
fed tall.

MARY KATHERINE

Sally Annl Do you redize that Chuckles Ferriswill be the last man to ever see
you with your clothes off.
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NORA
What makes you think he won't be the first?
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