Companion (preview) Jeanne Beckwith

Companion

(The setting is a combination study and living
room in what appearsto be arather opuent
mansion. Thereisadesk with chair behindandin
front, shelves of books, several houseplants, a sofa,
threeor four comfortable chairs, Maps of the world
adorn ore wall. What appea to be two large
covered paintings are on ancther. There aelarge
French windows that open orto abalcony. There
isone other doa that exits to the rest of the house.
A youngman in his mid twenties sts giffly in the
chair directly in front of the desk. Heisdressdin
asuit. Helooks abou theroom. The doa opens
and aman enters. Heisdressed for businessin
impeccdletaste. Theyoungmanrisesto ged

him.)
MR. COOK
Goodmorning, Mr. Rivers! | trust your ride over was pleasant?
TED
Oh, yes! Itwas. . .very nice I'venever traveled in alaunch before.
MR. COOK
Not too rougharide, | hope?
TED

No. Not at al. | just hadn't redized when we talked onthe phore that the house was on
anisland. When yousaid to med--

MR. COOK
Mr. Solomon lovesthe sea Don't you?
TED
Oh, yes. Yes, Sir.
MR. COOK

Of course, he loves the mourtains, too. Thishouseisgrand, bu his placein Wyoming—
you' d be anazed.

TED
He has two houses?

MR. COOK
(Gesturing toward the maps.)
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He dso hasavillain Italy and ahomestead in New Zedand as well as other more modest
acommodationsin aher parts of the world. Mr. Solomon’s businessventures take him
to the far corners of the earth, and he likes to have aplacehe can cdl his own close &
hand.

TED
That's. . .something. | hadn't reali zed that—he must be--

MR. COOK
But it ismy fedingthat thisisthe placehe loves best.
(Pause. He smiles sweetly at TED.)

TED
It's certainly abeautiful . .. house.

MR. COOK
(Hebeams at TED. Thereis an extended silence. TED fidgets.)
House! A pretty inadequate term, wouldn't you say?
(TED doesn’t know what to say?)

Shall we get onwith the interview? | must say that you look just the ticket, Mr. Rivers!

TED
WEeéll, | hope so.
MR. COOK
| was very impressed with you resume. Very impressed indeed.
TED
Thank you.
MR. COOK

There was enormous interest in the pasition—Over twenty suitable gplicants. Of course
times are difficult right now, aren’t they?

TED
Yes. There'salot of competition ou there.
MR. COOK
How did you hea abou the job?
TED

| saw the advertisement in the Globe—uh, the Boston Globe.

MR. COOK
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Andwhat was it abou the alvert that caught your attention? I' m interested in these
things.

TED
It seemed to suit me, amost exadly what | was looking for. Inaway it wasintriguing.
MR. COOK
Intriguing? How wasit intriguing?
TED

Weéll, to tell youthetruth, it seemed to be describing me. It was aimost asif the writer
was looking for me. It said that you wanted a doctoral student working onathesisin
history with a particular interest in archaeology. Midwestern roats. No commitments. |
mean, well, that's me.

MR. COOK
Just the ticket, eh?

TED
Yes sr. (Pause. They look at ead ather.) | hopeso. (Pause) I'm surprised that there
were so many cther applicants. | didn't realize there were so many athers out there so
much like me. Of course, youmust have avertised in alot of cities.

MR. COOK
WEeéll, Let us hopeit works out, Mr. Rivers. Mr. Solomonis eajer to begin work on hs
next projed.
TED
Yes. | waswondering about--

MR. COOK
Cant let the grassgrow. He's an active man, Mr. Solomon--hasto be busy all the time.
An amazngman, redly.

TED
| look forward to meding him.
MR. COOK
(Pause.)
Tell me &ou your current pasition.
TED

Well, it isnt aposition. Not exadly. | am agraduate assstant. | lead dscussonsedions
at the University. And gade. . .uh. . L grade papers. For Professor James. (Pause.) |
assst him mostly. There ae other teachers, but mostly it’s Professor James.

MR. COOK

3 www.jeannebeckwith.com



Companion (preview) Jeanne Beckwith

And| must say he gave you avery glowing recmmendation.

TED
Hedid?
MR. COOK
Why wouldnt he?
TED

Oh, noreason. I'm just gratified. | wasn't sure that he had naiced me dl that much.
There ae several assstants. Of course, | am good inmy area and I'm ahard worker. |
am--avery hard worker.

MR. COOK
Well, that's what we like. Hard workers. And doyou enjoy you current work?

TED
Oh yes! But I’'m anxiousfor ared job.

MR. COOK
And the grant money’ s running ou?

TED
Yes. There' sthat.

MR. COOK
Our goodfortune, I'm sure. Tell me adou your family, Mr. Rivers.

TED
Weéll, there's not much I---
(Heisinterrupted bythe doa opening. MAVIS, awell endoved
and formidable woman in her late fities enters. She arries atray
with coffee and krownies.)

MR. COOK
Ah, just thething! Thank you,Mavis. Mr. Rivers, thisis Mrs. Mavis Ames. Sheruns
the househdd here—among dher things. And sherunsit splendidly, | might add. Are
those brownies, | see?

MRS. AMES
| wasin aquandary, Roger. | didnt know if a sweet would be the thing so closeto lunch,
but youngmen love their sweds, dont they, Mr. Rivers?
(She setsthe tray down on the wffeetable, sits on the sofa and
startsto pou.)
TED
It'svery kind d you.
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MRS. AMES
And come avay from that sill y desk! Come sit over here, and we'll all get acquainted.
Dont be so stuffy, Roger! Y ou've probably scared this poa boyto deah.

MR. COOK
(Rising))
Of course! Youreright asusual, Mavis. Come aongMr. Rivers.

TED
(Standing, nd quite sure of himself. He moves toward the dhairs.)
Thank you.

MRS. AMES
Yousit right there in that comfy chair and tell me dl abou yourself.

TED
(Sitting and accepting coffee)
Well, | was--

MR. COOK
He had just started telling me a&ou his family.

MRS. AMES
Family? But. . .bu that'swonderful. Family! Of course! Where do youcome from,
Mr. Rivers?

TED
Peoria, lllinais. At least | did.
MRS. AMES
And you family is gill there?
TED

My parents are--They died when | was snall. | lived with an Aunt.

MRS. AMES.
Oh, | am sorry. But you hed an Aunt? Youaren't donethen? That's goad. She must be
proud d you naw.

TED
I'm afraid she's gore too.
MR. COOK
Sad.
MRS. AMES

So, you've no ore? Did youhea that, Roger? Thispoa boyisall alone.
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MR. COOK
He'sdore well in schod though. Excdlent record. Remarkable!

MRS. AMES
Orphans try harder, dont youthink? | remember the last lad we had here. Hetried
awfully hard, ddnt he?

MR. COOK
Wéll. . .yes. You d haveto say that for him.
TED
Isthat the person I'm repladng?
MR. COOK
In amanner of speaking, yes--althoughthe job has changed dramatically.
TED
| am wondering what--
MRS. AMES

Wonderful scrabble player, that boy. Wasn't he? | love scrabble. We used to play in
the evenings. Do you pay scrabble, Mr. Rivers? Or may | call you Edward. That's your
nameisn't it? Edward?

TED
Ted, adualy. My friends cdl me Ted.
MRS. AMES
Ted! Did you fear that Roger? He cdlshimself Ted! Have ancther brownie, Ted!
TED.
| haven't quite --
MR. COOK
John!
TED
Ted.
MR. COOK
No. No. | mean that | should go gt John,Mr. Solomon' physician.
MRS. AMES
Not that he'sever ill .
MR. COOK
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Yes, youll want to med John. He' s not only a physician but an extremely talented
scientific reseacher aswell. Johrisupto all kinds of things.

MRS. AMES
Mr. Solomon has a onstitution like ahorse!

MR. COOK
Of courseg, I'll get him. Can't forget John. He'll want to have aword with you.

MRS. AMES
Of coursethere aethe odd bouswith Maaria

TED

Maaria?

MR. COOK

(Rising)

He'll bein thelab.

MRS. AMES

He picked it upin thejungle. He was a soldier of fortune, you knav. He spent agood
ded of timeinthejungde.

MR. COOK
Y ou ke the youngman entertained, Mavis. I'll get John.
TED
Junge?
MRS. AMES

You rever redly get over malaria. Did you knav that?

COOK

I’ m off then.

MRS. AMES
Send Aliciain. I'm sure she'll want to med Ted.

MR. COOK
Just theticket! I'll send Aliciain onmy way to get John.

(He «its)
MRS. AMES

My niece yousee. Sheworksinthelibrary. Mr. Solomon hes an extensive wlledion d
books. When he head our Aliciawastraining as alibrarian, nahingwould do bu to
have her here.

TED.
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He seansto have agrea many interests. | hope that I--

MRS. AMES
She’'san arphan aswell. How’ sthat for coincidence?
TED
It's...uh
MRS. AMES
Do you tave agirlfriend? Fiancéeg perhaps?
TED
No. I--theré'sno oreredly.
MRS. AMES

But of course, Roger would know all that. He would have mentioned it. He researches
the gplicantsthorougHy, you knav. He wouldnt have invited you here unlesshe were
certain youwere just right for the job.

TED
WEell, that's niceto knav. When do youthink--
MRS. AMES
Roger isnathingif not thorough.
TED

| wonder when I'll be meeting Mr. Solomon?
(Door open. A lovely youngwoman enters. She weas osmething
floral and flattering.)

MRS. AMES
Alicia, my dea! Comeand med Ted Rivers!

ALICIA
(Sitsand reades for abrownie.)
Hello, Mr. Rivers.

TED
Please cdl me, Ted.
MRS. AMES
He'sinterviewing for the position.
ALICIA

Don't worry. Youwon't have to marry meto get it.

MRS. AMES
Alicia
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ALICIA
She dways asks them if they have afiancée It wouldn't matter. I'm not thinking o
marriage.

TED
Oh.

ALICIA
But Auntie Mavisthinks abou it al the time—for methat is. She’'s determined to marry
me off. Personally, | think she shoud—

MRS. AMES
Alicia, perhaps we shoudn't be so familiar right away. Ted'sjust finding hsfed.
ALICIA
WEell, we can’t have lost fed, can we? Do youtravel, Ted?
TED
Well. | haven't--not much. Just here and there.
ALICIA
Here andthere?
TED

| went to a nferencein Toronto last yea.

ALICIA
Canada. I'd love to seeCanada.

TED
| didnt redly seemuch of Canada. Just Toronto.

ALICIA
There's thiswhale giant courtry to the north of us, and no orredly ever talks abou it.
Don't youfindthat odd? Seemswe' d be gang an abou Canada dl thetime.

TED
Toronto seaned nice.

ALICIA
| suppcse if they posed some red threa--had the bomb, for instance then they'd be more
interesting.

MRS. AMES
Well, it's hardly likely that the Canadians would get themselves abomb.
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ALICIA
Or if they started sending ill egal aliens our way.

MRS. AMES
It's nat the sort of thing the Canadians would do. Why would anyone want to leave
Canada?

ALICIA
It'scold, isn't it? It'sterribly cold. Wasit cold in Toronto?
TED
Well, as a matter of fad--
ALICIA

But they havetunrels, | understand. To get around when it’sreadly, redly cold. | expect
they’d be handy if there were abomb.

TED
MRS. AMES
Did | tell youthat Aliciaisalibrarian?
TED
Yes. Youmentioned that.
MRS. AMES
That’ s the source of her imagination. Books!
ALICIA
Do youlike books, Ted?
TED
Weéll, as a matter of fad, | do.
ALICIA
That's good. Everyone shoud read. | read agred ded.
TED
| read quite abit myself.
ALICIA

It's nat like there's anything else to do tere.

MRS. AMES
Aliciawould liketo paint.
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TED
Oh.

ALICIA
But | havenoeye. | can't draw astraight line.

MRS. AMES
But you'dlike to, wouldn't you cea? | think there's smethingwe'd al li ke to doif we
could. I've dwaysfancied | would have enjoyed playing an instrument. The piano a
one of thewoodwinds. Do you pay an instrument, Ted?

TED
Theguitar. A little. | can findmy way aroundatune.
MRS. AMES
A tune!
ALICIA
Did you bring it with you?
TED

No. I, uh-I didnt think it would be gpropriate for ajobinterview. If | get the position,
I'll bring it of course.

ALICIA
Bringit?
TED
When | goto get my things.
MRS. AMES

Ted isfrom Peoria, Illi nois, Alicia. Hewasraised by his Aunt. I'm sure the two of you
will havelotsto talk abou.

ALICIA
What happened to you parents? Did they dump you a die?
MRS. AMES
Alicial Dont be rude!
TED
It'sall right.
ALICIA
Plane aash?
TED

No. (Pause.) It wasan automobile acedent. They were mming badk from Chicago.
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ALICIA
It gets cold there too, | understand.

MRS. AMES
More offee Ted? Pour Ted some more mffee Alicia
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