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The Rehabilitation d John

(It istheliving room of aworking class
home. Part of the room serves as adining
area There ae Christmas derations
scatered abou aswell asasincere if
artificial tree A woman in her late fifties or
ealy sixtiesfusses abou. The doabell
rings. She hurriesto answer it. A woman

in her ealy thirties gands outside. Her arms
arefull of presents.)

LAURA
Merry Christmas!

MARION
Laural | knew you'd come. Alicesaid youwouldnt, bu | knew better. And Merry
Christmasto you! ComeinDea. Oh,lookat the presents. Aren't they lovely! And
chocolates? Y ouremembered hawv | love dhocolates on Christmas day!

LAURA
Where shoud | put them?

MARION
Why under the treg of course! | love presents under thetree Arethey al for Johr?
He' ll be so pleased.

LAURA
They arenat al for John. Thisoneisfor you, andthere' s one for Barry and for Alicetoo.
Thisoneisfor John.

MARION
Only the one?

LAURA
Y ou can aways give him yours, Marion. When is he suppcsed to get here?

MARION
Hewon't belong, now. Barry’sgoneto get him. Aliceiscoming around ly taxi. Barry
was going to drop her off and then go get John, bu he had to go on hsrounds this
morning after all. Imagine having to make deli veries on Christmas day?
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LAURA
Imagine.
MARION
Alicewasn't pleased. Not one bit, but there was nathing to be dorne. What with the time
being so short.
LAURA

She ould have gone with Barry to get John.

MARION
Oh, | don't think that would have been agoodidea Not agoodidea aall. Shewas quite
upset with Barry for saying he'd go in thefirst place | dori't know what she expeds.
Johnand Barry have dways been close.

LAURA
Does the hospital know to exped him?

MARION
It'sal arranged with the doctors. Hisleare starts at ten. | do hoge Barry gets there on
time. Johngets o nervous when he has to wait around.

LAURA
| thought they were fixing that. 1sn’t developing patience part of the therapy?

MARION
That and ather things. They say he’'sworking very hard. That'swhat they cdl itin
group--working. Sometimes they work onisaues. Sometimes they work on kehavior.
The doctors sy he'sdoing very well. They say his attitude is entirely changed.

LAURA
Wouldnt that be nice? How long isthe leave?

MARION
Twenty-four hous. The doctors thought that would be agood starting place Twenty-
four hous. | wanted the whdeweek. | dor't think that was s much to ask.

LAURA
I"'m sure the doctors know best.
MARION
Seans mean of them.
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LAURA
It isn't amatter of meanness Marion. It'sarehab program. There aerules. That’swhy
the Judge recommended that he go there. John reeds gructure.

MARION
Structure.

LAURA
Boundxries. (Pause) Andwhen you get down toit, it bedas the hell out of prison.

MARION
Redly, Laura, | think you could be & least alittl e bit paositive.

LAURA
I"'m being redistic. John'sonly been inthat placefor six months. He'd still be lying
aroundstoned somewhere if the court hadn't made him go. Or injalil.

MARION
But he' s getting better. It'san ill nessand e’ s getting better. The Doctors sy so.

LAURA
Don't youthink I'd like to believe that?

MARION
Johnisavery unhappy person, Laura. He's had so many terrible disappadntments.

LAURA
Who hasn't, Marion?

MARION
It was that last let down with the agency that started al this. | think they brought onthis
whole business-thaose dreadful people & that agency.

LAURA
They only expeded Johnto stick to hiscontrad. Can you imagine that? Someone
adually expeded him to keg hisword.

MARION
He's snsitive, Laura, and you have to trea people like that differently. You' d think
anyone cadli ng themselves an Artist’s Agency would know something as fundamental as
that. (Pause.) Oh, let’snat talk abou the past. It’s the present that courts. (Pause. She
titters.) Speaing of presents, what did you get him?
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LAURA
Excuse me?

MARION
| made alittl e pun,Laura. You knowv--presents? What did you get him?

LAURA
Get wha? Johr? A book. | got him abook.

MARION
Oh, hreloves books! Doesit have lots of pictures? He dwaysloved those Time-Life
books | got him. Do you remember?

LAURA
It's not apicture book,Marion.
MARION
Oh.
LAURA
It's abiography of Duke Elli ngton.
MARION
Oh.
LAURA

The composer? The legendary jazz composer?

MARION
Do you think that was such agoodide&?

LAURA
Why wouldn't it be agoodided& Johnloves Duke Elli ngton.

MARION
But he'sdeda, isn't he?

LAURA
Yes, Marion. He' sdea.

MARION

It'salovely gift. (Pause.)) Henedls shirts.
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LAURA
Why donit | leave now?

MARION
Oh, no. . .doft. . I--

LAURA

| shoud rever have ayreed to come here. It wasastupid idea

MARION
Johnwill exped you here. You knav hewill. | promised I'd have you. He'll fed so let
down.

LAURA
| can’t help that.

MARION
Johnlovesyou. Yourehiswife.

LAURA
His“ex-wife,” Marion. Not hiswife. Hisex-wife. The divorcewas final threemonths
ago.

MARION

Yes, well, | don't understand all that. | only--

LAURA
For Chrisskes, what’ sthere to understand? We'r e divorced!

MARION
(Stricken)
| wish youwouldn't swea, dea. Not on Christmas day.

LAURA
(Long Pause.)
Oh, what the hell! All right. Don't looklikethat. I'll stay.

MARION
| just want so much for it to be aspeda day for al of us. Johnwantsit too. He said so
in hisletter.

LAURA
Letter? Johnwrote aletter? I've never known Johnto write aletter in hislife.
Did he ask for money? (Pause.) You ddn't send hm any, did you? You haven't sent
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him any money?

MARION
A littl e here and there. He'smy son,and I’ll give him money if | want. It's bad enough
he has to bein that dreadful place

LAURA
He' sthereto lean to make it on hsown.

MARION
Hewill. Henealstime. This has been such a setbad.
LAURA
Areyou even li stening to anything the doctors say?

MARION
What do they know abou my John? It bregks my heat to think of him there.

LAURA
Youd rather seehim injail ? He drove his car through the ayency’ s bay window. He
shoud have goneto jalil.

MARION
Bay window, indeed! Pretentiousif you ask me.
(Phorerings. Both women freeze.
Mariongoesand pcksit up))
Yes?. . yes, thisis ie. Oh. . 1 see . No, | don't think there'sany problem. . I'll cal
and make cetain everythingisall right. . No. No. I’'m sure everythingisfine. Yes.
Thank you. (Hangsup.) Oh dea! Oh, dea!

LAURA
What isit? Marionl Stop shaking! What isit?

MARION
Oh, cea! Barry’ snot cometo get Johnyet.

LAURA
So? It'sonly ten d clock now.

MARION
Johnexpeded hm by now. He supset, of course. If only Barry hadn't had to runthose
silly rounds. People shoud order their milk ahead na exped it on Christmas day.

LAURA
So what? Is Johnthrowing afit? They're probably afraid they’ll have him ontheir hands
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al day.

MARION
I'll havetocdl. That'sall thereistoit. I'll haveto cdl.

LAURA
Leaveit. Barry'sjust alittlelate.

MARION
| exped it was Alicewho held him up. It would belike her. Maybe he can't go at all.
Would you go, Laura? Would you go and get him?

LAURA
No.
MARION
I’m sure he would be good.
LAURA

We aenat talking abou an obnaious ten yea old.

MARION
| know that.

LAURA
We aetalking abou a man who held a pill ow down over my facethe last time | saw him.

MARION
That'snot fair Laura. Hedidn't hurt you. Not redly. Not that time. He told me what
happened. He was afraid you were going to leave him. He had to dosomething.

LAURA
Forget it, Marion. | will not go and get him. He'll haveto cdl a ca.

MARION
Someone hasto sign him out.

LAURA
Then | guessyou hed better cdl Barry and seewhat’s up, hedn't you?

MARION
Alicewon't like my bothering them. But something might have happened. | don't have
much choicedo|? No. | havetocdl. I'll go andcdl right now.
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(Goesto phore, hesitates then beginsto dal.)

.. three . .oh. .four. . two. . (Pause) Alice? Hello dea, it’s Marion. . . Well, of course
| would exped you to recognize my voice . .Yes, | know weresisters. Anyonewould
exped youto knov my voice . yes. Uh, could | talk to Barry? Oh. He'sgone then?
Good. No. No. Nothing’'swrong. Yes, | know it’sinconvenient getting a cd. Well,
yes, Laura, is here but--

(Looks at Laurawho makes exaggerated

Negative signals.)
No. | dorit think she can come and get you. . | don't think her car isrunning all that
well. All right then, we'll seeyouinabit. What? All right then, Merry Christ--

(She hangs up the phore.)
| think that was the cd honkng. She hung up. But Barry’sleft already. It'sall going to
be dl right. | knew it would. Funry, isn’t it? How Barry and Johnget onso well. You
wouldn't think it. Barry’s such aquiet boy.

LAURA
Heisn't any more aboy than Johnis. They'rethe same age.

MARION
Andlookat al these yeas he' sworked for the dairy. Never late once Always hands his
payched over to Alice Alwaystakes her onanicevacdion every yeda.
LAURA
It's adamn shame he never got married.

MARION
But then whowould look after Alice?

LAURA
Old Alice ould try looking after herself.
(She spats an unopened batle of
whiskey onthe sideboard.)
What isthis daing here?

MARION
Mrs. Kramer brought that by. A Christmas present, she said. Imagine that? Her being
Jewish and all, bu it was alovely thought. | gave her one of my fruitcakes. | wasn't sure
if it was kosher or not, but she seamed deli ghted.

LAURA
Well, you better get it out of sight. Lock it up somewhere before Johngets here.

MARION
Oh, you reedn’'t worry. Johnwon't touch it. The doctors have been very clea abou
what could happen. | was there when they told hm. He mustn’t ever drink again. It will
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kill him. He knows that.

LAURA
| don't care what he knows or what they told him. | know John. Don't leave it standing
around. Put it under the sink. No, that’s thefirst placehe’ d look.

MARION
(Taking the battle and starting
to pu it inside the sideboard.)
It just seems such ashame, we can't al have alittl e toast on Christmas Day.

LAURA
It is Marion. It’s arotten shame, bu it’ s the way things are right now. Look,isthere
something | can chedk onin the kitchen?

MARION
| suppase you could bring out the rest of the dishes. We could finish setting the table.
I’m using my Christmas dishes. The ones | got with gold stamps?

LAURA
I"ll get them.
(Exits.)

MARION

(Cadlling after her.)
Thank you cea. They'rein theright hand cupbaard.

(Smiling vaguely, she unscrews the

Top df the battle and sniffs at it.

She picksup asmall glassfrom the

Table and pous a hedthy shat.)
Well, maybe I'll just have atiny toast all by myself. Little bitch shoudn't tell me what to
doin my own hotse. If she had stood ly John, re'd be dl right now. Hejust needs
encouragement. And asteady job. Maybe Barry can get him on at the dairy. Then, he
could stay home here with me until he gets badk on hisfed.

(ALICE opensthe front doar and

steps into the room during the last part
fathis peed. Sheisasolidly built

Woman with littl e dharm and lessgrace)

ALICE
Talking to yourself, Marion? Best have Barry take you bad to the funny farm with John.
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MARION
(Not awfully pleased to seeher
Sister.)
Alice . I didn't hea the ca drive up.
ALICE

Well, youwouldn't with all that mumbling, would you? Where's Laura? Laural Her car
looks dl right to me.

MARION
No. Wait! (Guiltil y, she hides the bottle and glass)

ALICE
What' s the matter? Areyoutelling me you're sne&ing adrink in your own hotse?
That'sasin, Marion. It'syour house. You doas you goddamn well plesse. No oretells
me what to doin my own hotse. Let alone some littl e stree slut who--

LAURA
(Enters with dishes.)
Well. Alicé | thought | head youin here. Merry Christmas!

ALICE
Laura. Don't youlook nce What aniceblouse, did you makeit?

LAURA
No, Alicg | stoleit.
ALICE
Weéll, it’s your color, anyway.
MARION
It didn't take youlong to get here.
ALICE

The cd had got there just as you cdled. Can you kelieve he charged me extrafor
waiting. No tip for you,then, | said. Taught him to be greedy. Isthere wffeeout there?
I"ll just go and get myself a aup. (Exitsinto Kitchen.)

LAURA
God, hav does Barry stand her?

MARION
There shoud be more boys like Barry. The world would be abetter place
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