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Charaders
DUSLY . . e Bartender, Mid-Twenties
NaNCY ..o Waitress Early Twenties
Cal ... Customer, Mid-Fifties
Place

A Bar inaCollege Town
Time

A Little Before Nine ona Monday Night
The Present
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REUNION

(SCENE: A Bar. There aetwo o three
tables visible, ore with crepe paper
streamers. Thereisalso abar where a
young man is stting up dinks. Therest
of the bar is smewhere just beyond. A
young woman enters and heads for the
piano carying more crepe paper.

NANCY
Thelady in the green dress sid you shoud get yourself adrink onher.
DUSTY
(Looking for said lady.)
Yedh?
NANCY
She says you remind her of her husband.
DUSTY
Oh.
NANCY

Her late husband, so maybe you stand a dhance
(He smiles and waves to some spat off- stage)

DUSTY

Tell her | don't usually drink while--what are you dang?
NANCY

| thought the bar would look nicewith some festoons.
DUSTY

| don’t want any festoons on my bar.
NANCY

It's for the party, remember?
DUSTY

| don’t care. No festoors!
NANCY

You pomised you'd be nice dou this.
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DUSTY

Not oncedid | ever imply that | wanted festoorns on my bar.
NANCY

Oh come on. It will ook nce
DUSTY

| don’'t want it to look“nice” | want it to look like abar.

NANCY
Thelady in greenislooking at you. Y ou better be niceto me or youwon't remind
her of her dead husband anymore. Look. I’'m only using the blue. It will look nce

DUSTY
If you wsetheword “nice’ again, I'll tear it all down and stuff it in the toil et.

NANCY
Why do you always have to be so darn mean about everything?

DUSTY
I’m not trying to be mean. | just think we shoud beredistic. Thiswhadethingis
going to be afiasco, and | don’t want my bar taking part in it.

NANCY
But you are part of it. You haveto help sing “Happy Birthday” when he comesin.
DUSTY
| hate crap like this. | bet he doestoo. He'll probably turn aroundand walk right out
the doar.
NANCY

Hewon't! He'll betouched. Pleasetry and be nice—I don't care! | don’t know any
other word to use. | just wish youwouldn't be such an dd poopall the time.

DUSTY
Poop | amnot an dd poop—
(CAL has entered duing the previousline. Heis somewhere
in hisfiftiesand dessed conservatively. He heads toward the
decorated table.)

Youve got a austomer. Better grab him before he takes the place of horor.
NANCY
(Hurrying toward the man.)

No! | mean, dease. . .excuse me, bu could you sit somewhere dse? We're having
alittl e party here, and this placeis reserved.
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CAL
Oh. Sorry. | didn't natice.

NANCY
Youcan sit at the bar. Dusty likes people to sit at the bar.
(DUSTY signalsthat he does not want anyone & the bar.
NANCY ignores him.)
Dusty! Y ouwant company don't you?

CAL
| guessthe bar isfine.
(Taking astod at the bar.)

NANCY
Get this niceman adrink, Dusty.
DUSTY
Sure. What will you have?
CAL
A bea, | guess Whatever’'sontap.
DUSTY
We got Mill er, Mill er light, Bass Sam Adams—
CAL
A Basswould be good. Thanks.
NANCY

| got to get table five.
(She moves off. She call sto someone in the “projeded” bar

area)
Hey! Maybe we shoud move those two tables together. We'll need room to dance
later.
DUSTY
Youcan't dancein here!
NANCY

Watch me.
(She does a half dance step, gins and exits.)

DUSTY
Wedon't have alicenseto dancein here! Damnit! | hate dancing.
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CAL
Soundks like thisis ssme goodtime you ve got planned.

DUSTY
(Drawing CAL’Sbee.)
Is an avalanche planned? Isavolcano eruption danned? Every time youturn
around,she’' s got some ashdeidea @oked up. Thispoa bastard tonight isredly in

for it.
CAL
Poor bastards usually are.
DUSTY
Yedh. | guessmaybe they are. Here yougo. | don't remember seeng youin here
before.
CAL
It'sbeen afew years. | moved away.
DUSTY
No kidding.
CAL
Pittsburgh.
DUSTY
Pittsburgh? You're along way from home.
CAL
Yeah.
DUSTY
Pittsburgh’snice, | hea.
CAL
Pittsburgh isjust dandy.
DUSTY
What doyou dothere?
CAL
| am aservant of the state. | supervise welfare ases. | take goplicationsfor food
stamps.
DUSTY

Oh. Must be interesting work.

6 www.jeannebeckwith.com



Reunion (preview) Jeanne Beckwith

CAL

Fascinating.

(Nancy re-enters with balloors. She stands by the bar and

starts blowing one up, talking between breahs.)

NANCY

God, | haven't dorethis sncel was akid. Here, you want to help?

(She shoves aballoonat CAL wholooks at it reluctantly.)
Dusty, youwant to blow up some ball oors?

DUSTY
No. | do nd want to bow up any damn balloors. | told you | don’t want that stuff
aroundthe bar.

NANCY

It's Monday night, Dusty. Nobady’s coming in besides regulars anyway. Andthis
gentleman. He doesn't mind helping.

DUSTY
It’s the principle of the thing!

NANCY
Youshoud have abetter outlook onlife, Dusty. Youshoud have more fun. It looks
nea don't you think?

CAL
It looks terrific. Who'sthe lucky guy?

NANCY
Hisname' s Omar. Did you ever hear of anybody named Omar—who wasn’t an Arab
or something? He' sagraduate student. That’s his placewith the paper roses onit.
He mmesin here every night at nine 0’ clock onthe dot. You can set your watch by
him. Hedoesn't even know anybody knowsit’s his birthday. He's going to be so

surprised.
CAL
Thrill ed.
DUSTY
Pissd.
NANCY

He dropped hiswall et last week when | was helping him into a cd. When | picked it
up, | saw hisdriver'slicense. That's how come | know it’s his birthday. 1I'm so glad.
He's suich aniceold guy.
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CAL
How old can a graduate student be?
NANCY
He' sforty! Tonight. Can you believe?
CAL

Oh.
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